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Looking at Architecture 2023
Reminiscence of a House

Date: Saturday, April 1 - Sunday, June 4, 2023 (56 days)

Organized by: Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Tokyo Metropolitan Teien Art Museum, Tokyo Metropolitan Foundation for History
and Culture

With the annual co-sponsorship of: Toda Corporation, Bloomberg L.P., Van Cleef & Arpels

Curators: Misato Tsuru, Nemu Saito

Admission fee: Adults ¥1,000 (¥800) / University students ¥800 (¥640) / Middle & high school students ¥500 (¥400)

65 and above ¥500 (¥400)

Number of items exhibited: about 400 items

Public relations materials Posters (B1, B2) Flyers (A4)

Number of visitors: 44,295 (average 791 per day)

The main building of the Tokyo Metropolitan Teien Art Muse-
um was completed in 1933 as the Residence of Prince Asaka.
Preserved in pristine condition to the present day, the build-
ing is highly acclaimed both in Japan and abroad as valuable
historic example of how Art Deco architecture, which gained
popularity around the world in the 1920s to 1930s centering
on Europe and the United States, had flourished in Japan. The
building is also designated as one of Japan’s Important Cultur-
al Properties.

Since opening as a museum in 1983, the Tokyo Metropolitan
Teien Art Museum has held exhibitions that draw upon the
unique architecture of the Former Residence of Prince Asaka.
Based on a different theme each year, the annual “Looking
at Architecture” exhibition series introduces the beauty and
many charms of the Former Residence of Prince Asaka from a
variety of angles, while focusing on the architectural elements
of the building itself such as design, technique, and material.
This year, 2023, also corresponds to the museum’s 40th anni-
versary.

This installment places emphasis on the Asaka family who
were the former owners of the residence. In addition to rec-
reating the residence’s interior using furnishings and fittings
from its era as an imperial home, the exhibition provides a
glimpse into the family’s life at the time through photographs,
video footage, art and craft objects, furnishings, and costumes
left behind by those who used to come and go in this space.
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Finnish Glass Art
Sparkle and Color in Modern Design

Date: Saturday, June 24 - Sunday, September 3, 2023 (62 days)

Organized by: Tokyo Metropolitan Foundation for History and Culture, Tokyo Metropolitan Teien Art Museum
Co-organized by: S2 Corporation

Special cooperation by: Collection Kakkonen

Supported by: Finnair, Finnair Cargo, littala

With the co-sponsorship of: Embassy of Finland, Tokyo, Finnish Institute in Japan

With the annual co-sponsorship of: Toda Corporation, Bloomberg L.P., Van Cleef & Arpels

Curators: Naoko Yoshida, Ruriko Katabami

Admission fee: Adults ¥1,400 (¥1,120) / University students ¥1,120 (¥890) / Middle & high school students ¥700 (¥560) /
65 and above ¥700 (¥560)

Number of items exhibited: 137 items

Public relations materials Posters (B1, B2) Flyers (A4)

Number of visitors: 47,896 (average 773 per day)

Finland is a northern European country with a rich natural en- Exhibition composition:

vironment, including vast forests and many lakes. Finland takes Section1 The Emergence of Finnish Glass Art

pride in the functionality and refined beauty of its long-loved Alvar Aalto/Aino Aalto, Gunnel Nyman
furniture, interior design items, tableware, and other products. In Section2 The Masters of the Golden Age

recent years, their popularity has been rising in Japan. Kaj Franck, Tapio Wirkkala, Timo Sarpaneva,
Having become independent from Russia in 1917, Finland experi- Oiva Toikka

enced a rising tide of national identity. Modernism was promoted Section3 Finnish Glass Art Today

in many areas, as part of the effort to build the new country and Markku Salo, Joonas Laakso

restore its people’s selfhood. Glass was no exception to that trend.
In the 1930s, many international exhibitions, including the Milan
Triennaleand world's fairs, and domestic competitions to prepare
for those events, were held; in that decade, more modern design
was increasingly sought after. In was in that period that Finland
saw, in art glass, the emergence of products to which designers
contributed a high level of artistic orientation and a distinctively
Finnish quality.

After World War I, the art glass that young designers competed
to create helped the country’s recovery. In the 1950s, Finland's
glass art made further advances, winning internationalrenown,
and becoming a prominent presence in the global design world.
This exhibition focuses on works of superb artistic quality that
the designers themselves termed “art glass” and that were
born through the collaboration of craftsmen and designers. It
spotlights 140 superb works in tracing the pedigree of Finland’s
glass art, from the rise of Finnish art glass in the 1930s through
its golden age, which began in the 1950s, and on to the present,
represented by work by eight designers.

How did these creators address their material, glass, explore it,
and broaden its creative potential? This exhibition is an oppor-
tunity to experience the fascination of these works, with their
unchanging gleam, and glimpse the beliefs about glass and the
challenges they faced, in each period, and the messages and
ideas they incorporated in their work.
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The Art Deco Garden:
Exploring the Aesthetic Fruits of the Residence of Prince Asaka

Date: Saturday, September 23 - Sunday, December 10, 2023 (68 days)

Organized by: Tokyo Metropolitan Foundation for History and Culture, Tokyo Metropolitan Teien Art Museum
Cooperation: Japan Transport Corporation Public Interest Incorporated Foundation Travel Library

With the annual co-sponsorship of: Toda Corporation, Bloomberg L.P., Van Cleef & Arpels

Curators: Kana Ooki, Misato Tsuru

Admission fee: Adults ¥1,400 (¥1,120) / University students ¥1,120 (¥890) / Middle & high school students ¥700 (¥560) /
65 and above ¥700 (¥560)

Number of items exhibited: 120 items

Public relations materials Posters (B1, B2) Flyers (A4)

Number of visitors: 49,797 (average 732 per day)

The Residence of Prince Asaka (current Tokyo Metropolitan Teien Exhibition composition:

Art Museum) was completed on a site located within the imperial Chapter1 The Garden Depicted by Henri Rapin

estate in Shirokane, Tokyo in 1933. The garden area of this site Chapter2 The Prince Asaka Residence and its Gardens
measuring approximately 34,765 square-meters includes a spa- Chapter3 Art Deco and “Arts du Jardins”

cious lawn, Japanese garden, and a bonsai and flower garden, (The Art of the Garden)

and animals such as cranes and peacocks had once roamed their
grounds. The interior walls of the residence are painted with land-
scapes of verdant forests overlooking mountains in the distance
and gardens filled with water in correspondence to a decoration
plan designed to give the impression of being amidst nature
while indoors. This series of decorative paintings by French artist
décorateur Henri RAPIN (1873-1939), who was responsible for de-
signing the interiors of the main guest rooms, serve as keys to de-
ciphering the concept of the Residence of Prince Asaka, and also
demonstrate a connection to the arts du jardin (art of the garden)
in France at the time.

The Exposition Internationale des Arts Décoratifs et Industriels
Modernes (International Exhibition of Modern and Industrial
Decorative Arts), held in Paris in 1925, which is said to have had a
significant influence on the decorative planning of the residence,
placed great importance on “arts du jardin,” establishing it as
an independent exhibit category for the very first time. Not only
landscape designers, but also architects and artist décorateurs
concerned themselves with the means by which to “decorate”
“gardens,” and a variety of gardens were thus created around
each pavilion as well as in the streets.

Presenting a selection of approximately 120 works of art, in-
cluding paintings, sculptures, crafts, prints, photographs, and
documents, this exhibition brings focus to trends surrounding
modern gardens in France during the interwar period between
the two world wars centering on those featured in the exposition,
and introduces the ways in which gardens developed by means
of incorporating elements of classicism, exotism, and cubism. The
exhibition is an attempt to deepen the understanding of the mu-
seum’s architectural decor and space itself.
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Date: Saturday, February 17 - Sunday, May 12, 2024 (74 days)

Organized by: Tokyo Metropolitan Foundation for History and Culture, Tokyo Metropolitan Teien Art Museum

With cooperation from: Gallery Koyanagi

With the annual co-sponsorship of: Toda Corporation, Bloomberg L.P., Van Cleef & Arpels

Curators: Naoko Yoshida, Chika Mori

Admission fee: Online reservation is recommended for the exhibition. Adults ¥1,400 (¥1,120) / University students ¥1,120 (¥890) /

Middle & high school students ¥700 (¥560) / 65 and above ¥700 (¥560)

Number of items exhibited: 9 items (Guest Artists)
Public relations materials Posters (B1, B2) Flyers (A4)
Number of visitors: 24,206 (average 637 per day)

The former residence of Prince Asaka: This building, com-
pleted in 1933, has served as the main building of the Tokyo
Metropolitan Teien Art Museum since its opening in 1983, wel-
coming a great many visitors over the years.

To commemorate the museum'’s fortieth anniversary, we are
holding an exhibition that analyzes and interprets anew the
former residence of Prince Asaka. The architectural techniques,
the people who were engaged in its construction, the interior
designs and materials, anecdotes about the residence—we
invite you to collect the keywords, from A to Z, scattered over
the former residence and, through those many discoveries,
deepen your understanding of its historical and art historical
significance.

We are daring to present the former Prince Asaka residence in
its original state, as much as possible. Whether you've visited
our museum before or not, we hope you will enjoy this oppor-
tunity to become better acquainted with it.

Exhibition composition:

A Aida and Carmen / B Babbling of Water / C Chilled Floor / D
Deep Attachments and Good Eyes / E Eat with Your Eyes / F
France and Japan / G Graced with Poems / H Hue in the Air /|
Invited inside a Fountain / J Japanese Lumber ,Exotic Lumber
/ K Kinship with Flowers / L Living Creatures / M Mantelpiece
/ N Nobuko ,Prince Asaka’s Princess / O One of a Kind / P Per-
fumed Fountain / Q Quadruple Creativity / R Rotating Desk / S
Satine / T TEKKO / U Uneven Harmony / V Varieties of Pink / W
Wild Pattern /X X /Y Yours and Mine / Z Zeel for Dressing Up /
Annex How did the Prince Asaka Family approach the creation
of their home?
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